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to a blast. Ben received severe wounds, but 
this good medic never bothered to check his 
own injuries. Instead, he devoted his final 
moments on Earth to treating others. This 
morning, it was such a great honor to be able 
to present Ben’s mom the Silver Star. 

We pray that a loving God comforts his 
family. We pray that a loving God comforts 
the families of all the fallen. We will always 
honor their memory. And we pledge that 
their sacrifice shall not be in vain. 

Our mission in Iraq has been long and try-
ing. But when the history books are written, 
they will show that this generation of heroes 
was as great as any in the history of our Na-
tion. They will show that America refused 
to shrink in the face of terror. They will show 
that freedom prevailed. 

Thank you for who you are. Thank you 
for what you do. Yesterday, today, and tomor-
row, you are America’s Guard of Honor. May 
God bless you, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:54 a.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Maj. Gen. David 
Rodriguez, USA, commander, Col. Victor 
Petrenko, USA, chief of staff, and Command Sgt. 
Maj. Thomas Capel, USA, 82d Airborne Division; 
Brig. Gen. Arthur M. Bartell, USA, deputy com-
manding general, XVIII Airborne Corps and Fort 
Bragg; Gen. Dan K. McNeill, USA, commander, 
NATO International Security Assistance Force, 
Afghanistan; former leader Raoul Cedras of Haiti; 
Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, commanding gen-
eral, Multi-National Force—Iraq; Usama bin 
Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organiza-
tion; and Barbara Filik Walsh, mother of SFC 
Benjamin L. Sebban, USA. 

Proclamation 8260—Prayer for 
Peace, Memorial Day, 2008 
May 22, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On Memorial Day, we honor the heroes 

who have laid down their lives in the cause 
of freedom, resolve that they will forever be 
remembered by a grateful Nation, and pray 
that our country may always prove worthy 
of the sacrifices they have made. 

Throughout our Nation’s history, our 
course has been secured by brave Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast Guards-
men. These courageous and selfless warriors 
have stepped forward to protect the Nation 
they love, fight for America’s highest ideals, 
and show millions that a future of liberty is 
possible. Freedoms come at great costs, yet 
the world has been transformed in unimagi-
nable ways because of the noble service and 
devotion to duty of these brave individuals. 
Our country honors the sacrifice made by 
those who have given their lives to spread 
the blessings of liberty and lay the founda-
tions of peace, and we mourn their loss. 

Today, our service men and women con-
tinue to inspire and strengthen our Nation, 
going above and beyond the call of duty as 
part of the greatest military the world has 
ever known. Americans are grateful to all 
those who have put on our Nation’s uniform 
and to their families, and we will always re-
member their service and sacrifice for our 
freedoms. 

On this solemn day our country unites to 
pay tribute to the fallen, who demonstrated 
the strength of their convictions and paid the 
cost of freedom. We pray for the members 
of our Armed Forces and their families, and 
we ask for God’s continued guidance of our 
country. 

In respect for their devotion to America, 
the Congress, by a joint resolution approved 
on May 11, 1950, as amended (64 Stat. 158), 
has requested the President to issue a procla-
mation calling on the people of the United 
States to observe each Memorial Day as a 
day of prayer for permanent peace and desig-
nating a period on that day when the people 
of the United States might unite in prayer. 
The Congress, by Public Law 106–579, has 
also designated the minute beginning at 3:00 
p.m. local time on that day as a time for all 
Americans to observe the National Moment 
of Remembrance. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim Memorial Day, May 26, 
2008, as a day of prayer for permanent peace, 
and I designate the hour beginning in each 
locality at 11:00 a.m. of that day as a time 
to unite in prayer. I also ask all Americans 
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to observe the National Moment of Remem-
brance beginning at 3:00 p.m., local time, on 
Memorial Day. I encourage the media to par-
ticipate in these observances. I also request 
the Governors of the United States and the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the ap-
propriate officials of all units of government, 
to direct that the flag be flown at half staff 
until noon on this Memorial Day on all build-
ings, grounds, and naval vessels throughout 
the United States, and in all areas under its 
jurisdiction and control. I also request the 
people of the United States to display the 
flag at half staff from their homes for the 
customary forenoon period. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-second day of May, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:05 a.m., May 27, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on May 28. 

Remarks on World Trade Week 
May 23, 2008 

Thanks for coming. Please be seated. Wel-
come to the White House and the South 
Lawn. It’s a joy to welcome entrepreneurs 
and business leaders and folks who under-
stand the importance of this country being 
confident enough to work to open up mar-
kets for our goods and products and services. 
I’m—obviously, some of the exporters are 
pretty good sales men and women. After all, 
they let you drive a tractor here on the South 
Lawn. [Laughter] Imagine what the Secret 
Service was saying. 

I’m really pleased to welcome Members 
of the Congress; Congressmen Petri and 
Herger are here. Thanks for coming. Petri 
is here because he’s a—he believes in—the 
Harley Davidson is a product that people 
around the world ought to be able to drive 
by making it more affordable—I suspect 
that’s why you’re here—as well as some other 
trucks made in your State. 

I want to thank the members of the Cabi-
net. Thank you all for being such strong ad-
vocates of free and fair trade. We’ve got the 
Secretary of Agriculture here, Secretary 
Schafer. His being here sends a message that 
the American farmer and rancher expects us 
to work hard to open up markets for the 
products they grow. So if you’re a farmer out 
there in the heartland, it seems like you’d 
want somebody working on your behalf here 
in Washington to be able to make it easier 
for you to sell your crops. And that’s exactly 
what we’re doing in this administration. Mr. 
Secretary, thanks for coming. 

Carlos Gutierrez is the Secretary of Com-
merce. Trade means commerce. Elaine Chao 
is here from the Department of Labor. 
Madam Secretary, thank you. Your presence 
here is clear recognition that the more prod-
ucts we sell overseas, the more likely it is 
somebody’s going to work. 

And today I’m going to spend some time 
so our fellow citizens understand the impor-
tance of trade by connecting trade with prod-
ucts with jobs. Good jobs policy is a good 
trade policy. 

I appreciate very much Sue Schwab here. 
She’s the U.S. Trade Representative. Her job 
is to open up markets. And I’m going to talk 
about three trade agreements that she’s 
worked hard to put in place that open up 
markets for U.S. goods and services. I really 
appreciate John Veroneau joining us as well. 
He’s the deputy. His job is to also work with 
the Ambassador to open up markets. 

I want to thank Federico Humbert, the 
Ambassador de Panama. I want to thank Lee 
Tae-sik, Ambassador from South Korea. I 
want to thank Mariana Pacheco, who is the 
Deputy Chief of Mission for the Embassy 
of Colombia. These are three nations I’m 
going to be talking about. I want to thank 
you all for coming. It’s a—I really appreciate 
you giving me a chance to talk about your 
countries in your presence, because I want 
your leaders to understand the Bush adminis-
tration and a lot of Members of Congress 
believe it’s in our national interest that we 
have free and fair trade with your nations. 

I thank the representatives of the compa-
nies whose products are here. I want to thank 
the members of the business community. 


